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Director’s Corner- Mr. Faniani
Hopefully by now you are reeling from the great music you heard at the Small Ensemble night and the Spring Concert night. I am actually writing this before the fact but I already know how the bands sound so I can predict confidently. Right now, the Jazz bands are diligently preparing for Reno and AM is thinking New York City. Best of luck to them.

Recently we went on the road to our feeder schools to pedal our wares. All the schools were duly impressed with the HCB, AM, Pep band, and Small Ensemble selections. Although our message to the audience was "no matter where you go to school next year - take a music class", it was obvious that any potential musician in the audience became curious eager to explore the endless possibilities at Rio.

Speaking of marketing, Open House brought many curious 8th graders to the band room to ask questions and find out for themselves what everyone is buzzing about. Never before has this usually obligatory event been so important - and even pivotal for incoming students.  

Which brings me to the next Rio Band/RABB project - our website. We are putting a lot of thought and energy into redesigning this communication tool. Students, alumni, middle school students, realtors, community members, and anyone interested should be able to visit our band website and be informed, engaged, and excited about what we do at Rio. The hope is to get student and parent suggestions to update the site with fresh information almost daily. So I'm asking any of you that have recommendations regarding this project to please email me with your ideas. Your next assignment is to visit the webpage often and send feedback as to the kind of info you think should be included. The new version will be 
attractive and compelling. Thanks in advance for your help.

As we turn our attention to the final weeks of the year, graduation, awards, and thank yous, I want to say how pleasurable it has been to work with all of you this year. From the RABB staff and parents to the Assistant Directors, Sections leaders, and Senators, it has been a delight. All our projects have been worthy, and have made a positive difference for students and music education. It is so gratifying to deal with such a choice group of people to accomplish so many good things. I can't thank you enough.

Musically, Mr. F.

PS - You may been hearing rumblings about travel to Australia/New Zealand in 2008 and performing at the Sydney Opera House. This trip is in our sights for next June. We will have much more for you on this unbelievable opportunity when Mr Murray and I return from the preview tour this summer. 
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From the desk of Mr. Murray, 

The year is winding down, and what a year it's been! 
It is Spring Concert and jazz festival season, and all of our groups are working hard. Our Jazz bands are working toward the Reno Jazz Festival, and AM is looking forward to the Essentially Ellington Festival in early May. Jazz combos and flute groups have been playing gigs around town, spreading the word about the Rio Band Program, while getting professional experience.

AM Jazz Band, Honors Concert Band, and members of the Small Ensemble class recently took their show on the road to nearby schools, and the reception was tremendous. Congratulations and thanks to all of our performers and ambassadors. 

Congratulations to the winners of our in-band, senior, and program-wide awards. You are great examples of why I believe our program has the finest students to be found anywhere.

Happy Spring everyone!

Mr. Murray
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Presidents Corner 
Can you believe it!  Only 7 weeks left in this school year!  There are still a lot of activities and projects taking place.  There is always so much to do and so little time.

We will consider changes to our Bylaws at our next general membership meeting.  It came to our attention earlier this year that our Bylaws need to be updated to keep pace with our current activities.  We need to restructure the Board in order to provide liability coverage to the parents and directors that take on the official duties of RABB.  This restructuring requires changes to the voting and quorum requirements.  Some of the notification requirements in the Bylaws are being changed to reflect current communication processes.  Watch your mailbox and your inbox for details of the proposed changes.

The next RABB Board and General Meetings are scheduled for May 17, 2007.  The Board Meeting will begin at 6:00 PM followed by the General Membership Meeting at 7:00 PM.  We will elect officers, consider changes to our Bylaws and discuss current projects and events planned for next year.

This will be our final general membership meeting for the year.  We have some important items to consider, so please make plans to join us.  
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The Rioband.org Website is being updated.  
Anthony Donaldson has stepped up to spearhead the effort to turn our website into the great communication tool it should be.  The upcoming events calendar, contact information and some of the news articles are now current.  In addition to the information now available on our Website, plans for major changes and improvements are under construction.  Some of the future updates include:

· Downloads for music and pictures

· Forms and Handbook that can be printed at home

· A page for each Jazz and Concert Band, Combo and Pep Band

· Feature stories on our musicians

· Awards and accomplishments earned by our bands and musicians

· FAQ

· Incoming and prospective student information

· Information about Honor Bands, music camps, etc. with links to their Websites

· A Page for Playathon and the Spring Dance Event

· Alumni Information (Where are they now?)

As you can tell this is a very ambitious process.  It will take effort from many people to provide the kinds of information we would all like to see and have available.  

Presidents Corner

(continued)
I couldn’t end this report without offering my thanks to all those who worked so hard to make the annual Rio/Arden Spring Dance Event a success.  We had a great turnout and a wonderful time.  This was a year of changes.  Mr. Faniani and Mr. Baker co-chaired the event and parents, from both Arden and Rio, took on the challenge to create an evening of music and camaraderie that deviated from the sit-down dinner format of years past.  The music, dancing, food and wine tasting, auctions and raffles produced an evening that was enjoyed by all.  I can’t wait until next year!
If you have any questions about any RABB plans or activities please let me know.

Thanks for all your support this year.  

Mary Jennings
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MEMBERSHIP

Our thanks to the following alumni, friends and band families who have joined RABB.  We encourage all families to show their support by joining band boosters.

	Adair

Atkinson

Au

Auble

Baldauf

Barger

Barnett

Bartlett

Baygell

Blanks

Blum

Bringedahl

Bush

Castaneda

Darf

Dhillon

Doherty

Driller

Duval

Eiselman

Epstein

Ezray

Herrera/Stoltz

Hirtzel

Hoffman

Holshevnikoff

Jefferies

Jennings

Kinder
	Fernandes Freudenberger

Ginsberg

Graham

Grandy

Gualco

Gylling

Hambleton

Haughin

Heiligman

Koire

Kravitz

Kuper

Lavi

Liu

McCoy/Morehead

McGill

McGlamery

Millan

Minow

Moller

Morgan

Namba

Paddock

Patterson

Peterson

Raghavan

Ruxin


	San Pedro

Santo

Schoenfeld

Selix

Smith

Soskin

Spaulding

Spoto

Stanley

Storelli

Storm

Swedlow

Tannenbaum

Trotter

Ttee

Venturino

Voet

Wall

Young


2006-2007 RABB Officers & Committee Chairs

	EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 

	President
	Mary Jennings

	1st Vice President (Ways & Means)
	Jeanette Salkin

	2nd Vice President (Membership)
	Anthony/Yvonne Donaldson

	Secretary
	Katie Baygell

	Treasurer
	Chris Doherty

	COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

	Athletic Boosters Liaison
	Nina Santo

	Auditor
	DaveYoung

	Promotions
	Aleta Bush

	Concert Band Liaison
	Jane Storm

	Concert Programs
	Betsy Schoenfeld

	Dinner Dance (1)
	Craig Faniani

	Dinner Dance (2)
	Rick Baker

	Handbook/Directory
	Joyce Hsiao

	Directory/Database
	Sandy Spaulding

	Historian (1)
	Haripriya Raghavan

	Historian (2)
	Phyllis Blum

	Historian (3)
	Leslie Barger

	Historian (4)
	Derek Wong

	Hospitality
	Barbara Morgan

	Jazz Band Liaison (1)
	Terri Castaneda

	Jazz Band Liaison (2)
	Chris Castaneda

	Newsletter (Hornblower) (1)
	Sandy Spaulding

	Newsletter (Hornblower) (2)
	Laurie Duval

	Playathon (1)
	Doug &Joyce Grandy

	Playathon (2)
	Alan Kuper

	PTSA Liaison
	Nina Santo

	Publicity & Special Events
	Susan Selix

	Spring Concert & Finale (1)
	

	Spring Concert & Finale (2)
	


2007-2008 SLATE OF OFFICERS AND 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

The Nominating Committee is pleased to present the 2007-2008 slate of RABB Officers and Committee Chairs below.  RABB members will be asked to approve the slate at its final membership meeting of the year, which is scheduled for Thursday, May 17, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. in the band room.  Several important positions have yet to be filled as noted below.  Interested parents are invited to contact Jeanette Salkin (799-7213) to learn more about the positions.  Serving as a RABB officer or committee chair is a wonderful opportunity to support Rio’s incomparable band program and our students and directors.

2007-2008 Slate of RABB Officers 

and Committee Chairs


EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
President
Jeanette Salkin

1st Vice President (Ways & Means)

Joanne Swedlow

2nd Vice President
   (Membership)



Anthony/Yvonne Donaldson

Secretary

Katie Baygell

Treasurer

Bob McGill



COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Athletic Boosters Liaison
Nina Santo

Auditor


Debbie Black

Promotions

________________

Concert Programs
Betsy Schoenfeld

Dinner Dance Co-Chairs






_______________

Handbook and Directory






________________

Database

________________

Historian (Seniors)

Phyllis Blum

Historian (Juniors)
         Leslie Barger

Historian (Sophmores)
Derek Wong

Historian (Freshmen)     Matt Sheldon

Jazz Band Liaison
   Karen Anderson

Newsletter (Hornblower)






________________

Playathon Co-Chairs
Alan Kuper, Alita Bush





and Karen Soskin

PTSA Liaison


Nina Santo

Publicity & Special Events
Corey Darf

Spring Concert & Finale
_________________

Rio Americano Band Boosters    2006-2007 Membership

We will join RABB as: ___active band family ($20)   ___alumni / friend ($10)   ___grandparent(s) ($10)

Student(s) _______________________ Grade(s) _____    Parent(s) ___________________________



          (please print)



                                             (please print)

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Phone __________________   email address ____________________________________________

Dues $___________ + Optional Donation $___________ = Check Amount $ ___________

Make check payable to RABB and mail to:

Yvonne & Anthony Donaldson, Membership Chairs, PO Box 660725, Sacramento 95866
I would also like to participate in Band Booster activities.  Please contact me for:

Chaperone ____

Playathon (Nov) ___                 Dinner Dance (Feb) ___ 
           

Dinner Dance Auction ___ 
Committee Chair ___  
       Year-End Party (May) ___            
Other _______________

(detach here)

Join the Rio Americano Band Boosters

Rio Americano Band Boosters (RABB) is an organization of parents, alumni, grandparents and friends who support music education at Rio Americano High School.  This premier program includes four levels of concert band, three levels of jazz band, plus combos.  Rio is fortunate to have outstanding instructors to lead these bands. By becoming a Rio Americano Band Booster you are voting to nurture and maintain this fine program.  All Rio music students will benefit by your donation.

Band activities include:  Concerts, fall Playathon, spring Dinner Dance, jazz festivals, music conferences, musical support and spirit to rallies and home football/basketball games, musical support for a variety of school events including graduation.  Band also acts as a support-group and home for those who love music.

Donations to RABB help fund essential music departmental expenses such as:

Purchase and repair of instruments

Music clinics 

Guest artists
Hornblower (RABB newsletter)

Master teachers 
Concert programs


Parent/student handbook for each family
Purchase of music 
Teacher stipends
 
       Support of all band activities  
Publicity & special events        Transportation
The RABB membership fee is $20 for an active band family regardless of the number of family members involved in the program. Alumni, grandparent, and friend donations are $10, but all donations are greatly appreciated.  We hope every music family will be able to contribute to enhance the music program at Rio.  We look forward to another exceptional year!
	Rio Americano Band Boosters

Rio Americano High School

4540 American River Drive

Sacramento, CA 95864

www.rioband.org

	ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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